
Creating a Parade/Outdoor Banner 
 

Many Meetings and Churches are carrying their messages in public ways - at events, in 
parades, at marches.  Meetings are finding that having an effective, readable message is 
important in the work of organizing and spreading information. 
 
An outdoor banner has particular challenges and benefits. Here is a few suggestions to think 
about when designing a banner. 
 

1.  Use a simple message.  Assume the banner will be read in less than a minute, by 
someone walking or driving by.  “Quakers for Peace” or “Quakers see God in everyone” 
are examples - or simply the name of your monthly meeting.  Will you use this for more 
than one event? A more general message may work for an often-used banner. 

2. Don’t use religious ”jargon” - and use the word “Quaker”.  The general public has a 
different definition of “Friend” - “Quaker” is a quick distinctive group title more easily 
recognized, or looked up later. 

3. Use a large, consistent font.  Block letters are good.  Fancy script, while pretty, is too 
hard to read quickly. 

4. Use minimal colors.  Bright colors are great - but one or two, in a related palate. Too 
many colors confuses the eye. 

5. Use only text for an impact - AND then surround it by a simple border.  This is easier for 
news outlets to use as a photo of in press stories, and cut and paste into news stories. 

6. Use a simple graphic - or simple logo.  If you use any graphic or picture, a simple 
graphic (a picture of an earth in 2 colors, an outline of a dove) can be recognized from 
far away, 

7. Think about other contact information about your meeting to share.  Most effective is a 
website url.  Make it all capital letters, and do not bother to include the “Http”. 
FRESHPONDQUAKERS.ORG (for example) is easy to read. Posting meeting times or 
an address is too difficult on a banner, and will not be read.  Also - make sure your 
website is always up to date with accurate and current information if you expect new 
folks will be visiting your website.  

8. Remember how the banner might be carried.  Some parades and marches do not allow 
poles, and banners must be held by people with cords.  

9. Think about hanging and display options - if your banner will be professionally made, 
they will often install grommets to hold the banner with cords or zip ties.  

10. Use a print company - while some Meetings make their own signs, many local print 
companies can now easily print a vinyl banner that will hold up for many marches.  
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